These Rules are a guide line only as they are in the process of been re-written

1. INTRODUCTION TO THE RPA


The Rand Piscatorial Association was established in 1912 and has since been actively engaged in the furtherance of organised angling on a conservation-orientated basis. The objective of The Association is to provide congenial angling facilities for both competitive and recreational anglers. The Association is affiliated to the relative Provincial Angling bodies.


Membership is made up of people from all walks of life irrespective of race or creed, the most important basic rule of the RPA is NOT to interfere with the enjoyment of one's fellow anglers in any way whatsoever by creating a chaotic, noisy and unclean situation such as exists at far too many public angling venues. The Association insists on civilized behavior at all times.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION IS A Privilege NOT A RIGHT!!!!!!!!

1.1 FACILITIES OFFERED

The Association provides all round facilities for the bank, the boat and fly fisher at various venues.

1.2. MEETINGS

Regular meetings are held relative to the section they represent.
1 .3. 
FEES.


The Association is registered as an "Association not for gain" and monies raised are used to provide additional facilities for members. Membership fees are decided at the Annual General Meeting. The Committee will publish

           Suggested increases or amendments after perusal of the financial accounts.


Persons who find that they cannot afford the full subscription can apply in writing to the Secretary for reduced rates.

1.4. 
CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence shall be directed. To: The Secretary, at a P.O. Box determined in terms of the constitution.

COMPLAINTS

All complaints must be in writing and sent to the Secretary. Verbal and unsubstantiated complaints by a member could lead to the member complaining having his/her membership suspended. 

2. RULES GOVERNING MEMBERSHIP 

2.1. 
ENTRY TO WATER FRONTAGES
Only members of the Association, in good standing, shall be permitted entry to, and use of, the facilities at any waterside property registered in the name of the Association.


All members and guests visiting Association waters shall log in on entering the gate and log out on leaving wherever applicable.

This Rule shall not apply to those taking part in official RPA or Angling Union Competitions as the competition records officers keep logs of these contestants.

2.1.2 Visitors, friends or family of members of the RPA are permitted entry to use Association as determined from time to time at the Annual General Meeting. 

2.1.3 Members wishing to avail themselves of the facilities of any property must provide themselves with the recognised means of entry to the property and shall NOT permit such means of entry to be used by any unauthorised person.

2.1.4 No dogs shall be taken upon any property controlled by the Association without prior permission having been obtained. Dogs must be registered on membership card and be kept under control.

2.1.5 Members are prohibited from taking any action, which may result in the destruction of the natural vegetation on any property. For this reason vehicles will not be permitted to deviate from any defined tracks, members shall not make fires except at the areas, and in the fireplaces, specially built for that purposes. No articles or objects of any description shall be discarded or buried at the waterside or on the property.

2.1.6 No boating, (except those who have complied with the launching requirements) shall be permitted on any water over which the Association exercises control. Where swimming or paddling is permitted on any property this shall take place only at the area, and within the limits set, for such purposes.

2.1.7 The owners of such animals as may be allowed to graze on any property which is vested in the Association shall be Honorary Rangers of the Association with the right to inspect the interiors, including the boot, of any vehicle which may enter or leave the property. Acceptance of this condition shall be implied in the request for the recognised means of entry being issued to the members applying for the same.

2.1.8 Members must make themselves acquainted and conversant with the local Ordinance of the Province where angling takes place. These Regulations apply in total to all properties registered in the name of the Association.

.

2.2. 
GENERAL CONDUCT OF MEMBERS

2.2.1. Every member when fishing, shall carry and have in his possession his current Membership Card which he shall be obliged, on demand, to exhibit to any Landowner, Caretaker, Honorary Fisheries Officer, Police Officer or other official or to any officer or member of the Association. A member may not transfer or loan his card to any other person.

2.2.2. Members shall close all gates and extinguish all fires and shall not leave bottles, broken glass, metal crown corks, pieces of metal, pieces of nylon, empty tins, torch batteries, plastic bags, paper or rubbish of any description on any property on which the Association has angling rights, temporary or permanent.

2.2.3. No member shall break down or damage any fences or trees nor remove stones from any wall of any dam at which he/she may fish, nor shall he/she commit any act, which may endanger any of the rights or privileges, which the Association may enjoy at any water.

2.2.4. A breach of any of these provisions shall be regarded as conduct prejudicial to the interests of the Association and may be dealt with as such under the relative clause in the constitution of the Association.

2.2.5. Disorderly conduct is strictly prohibited. Any member found on the property under the influence of alcohol, adopting an aggressive manner or attitude to another member, or acting in a manner which interferes with the right of enjoyment of the facilities provided of that member, or in a manner detrimental to the interests of the Association will be summarily expelled from the Association without the right of redress.

2.2.6. No member or member's guests shall act at the waterside in an offensive manner or in a manner, which may interfere with, or limit, the enjoyment of the facilities provided for other members.
2.2.7. Firearms, airguns, catapults or any other lethal weapons shall not be discharged in the vicinity of any Association waters, waters over which the Association has angling rights or at which it is holding an outing. No member of the Association shall endanger, or do, or cause anything to be done which may endanger, the life of aquatic mammal or waterfowl, except such as are, or may be classified as "vermin" under any Regulations proclaimed by the Department of Nature Conservation, either Provincial or Government, or by Regulations framed under the Water Act of 1956.

2.2.8. Members shall at all times strictly comply with all and every Regulation framed by either of the Departments mentioned, or those of any other Department, wherein the conservation of flora and fauna shall be assured.

2.3. CAPTURE AND RETENTION OF FISH

2.3.1. No member shall use more than two rods at anyone time with more than two single hooks attached to each line. Members shall comply with the various provisions enacted under the Nature Conservation Ordinance of the relevant Province or any other Act governing angling conduct at the waterside or protection of fauna and flora when angling at any water. When special restrictions have been laid down by the Association, or the owner of the water, enforcing the use of a lesser number of hooks or rods or both, members shall comply therewith at all times.

2.3.2. The use of hand lines, night lines, bank runners, trimmers, nets, traps, spears, bludgeons, chemicals or any intoxicating substance, poisonous or other injurious substances, guns, explosives and/or any other method of taking fish, other than by bona fide rod and line is absolutely forbidden.

2.3.3. All casts shall be made in a recognised manner from the bank or point where the angler takes his stand. The use of any patent or mechanical casting device, kites, raft, boat, swimming and/or any other such method to send or take bait is not permitted in Association waters. This rule shall not preclude wading to mid-chest height.

2.3.4. Ground baiting shall be permitted in Association waters where there is no legal prohibition against the practice, but shall be limited to a maximum of two litres of any cereal substance, (which is not detrimental to fish life,) per member per twenty four (24) hour day. Ground bait shall only be thrown into the water in a loose condition. The use of containers of any description, which renders the ground bait inaccessible to the fish, is specifically prohibited.

2.3.5. Marking of ground bait spots by means of floats or any other device is absolutely forbidden.

2.3.6. No member of this Association may keep any fish alive in any manner other than by placing them in a properly constructed keep net. Hessian sacks, orange pockets, wire nets and similar articles shall not be considered to be keep nets. Failure to comply with this Regulation will result to the offender being considered guilty of conduct prejudicial to the interests of the Association and may be dealt with accordingly.

2.3.7. Bag limits in Association waters shall at all times comply with the bag limits as laid down in the relevant ordinances relative to the respective Province in which they are fishing

2.3.8. where the Association has set specific, lower limits for specific Association waters. Undersize fish or fish in excess of the Provincial bag limits which may inadvertently be caught shall be returned to the water alive and unharmed immediately after being freed from the hook.

2.3.9. Any member receiving, buying, selling or bartering freshwater fish for the purpose of deceiving the Association or for his own financial gain or capturing fish in any prohibited or unfair manner shall be deemed to be guilty of conduct prejudicial to the interests of the Association and may be dealt with accordingly.

2.3.10. Any member who sees any other member or person, on Association waters, acting in an manner judged to be conduct prejudicial to the interests of the Association shall, after ascertaining to the best of his ability the identity of such a member or person, report the incident in full, in writing to The Secretary
2.3.11. , as soon as possible so that the necessary steps may be taken to deal with the matter

2.3.12. Any member is entitled to demand of any person on Association waters at any time to show his membership card or letter of permission

3
RULES GOVERNING BANK ANGLING COMPETITIONS
3.1
ELIGIBLE COMPETITORS

3.1.1
MEMBERS

Any member whose annual subscription shall be unpaid at the end of January 31st in any year shall not be entitled to enter any outing, nor to compete for any prizes, nor be permitted to fish in any water which the Association may own, rent, or in which it enjoys angling privileges, until such time as the annual subscription shall have been paid, any member failing to renew his subscription before the last day of March 31st in any year shall be deemed to have forfeited all privileges of his membership to the Association and, if the Committee so decides, may be called upon to re apply for membership and pay the additional "signing on" fee

3.1.2
VISITORS

Visiting competitors shall be allowed to enter these competitions if the following conditions are observed

3.1.2.1 Visitors shall be accompanied by a senior member at all times

3.1.2.2 The prevailing entrance fee shall be payable before visiting and the proof of deposit must be with them while at the water

3.1.2.3 The visitor's shall not be eligible for any normal RPA prize or trophy

3.1 3
DAMAGES

The RPA, its members or servants shall not be held responsible for any loss or damage suffered by competitors or visitor/s whatsoever, whether on the RPA's property or any other property where a competition is being staged

3.2 
DATES OF COMPETITIONS AND SELECTION OF VENUES
3.2.1 DATES


The venues for the monthly competitions shall be selected at the monthly meeting 

3.2.2 VARIED DATES


The method of fixing the date of the monthly competition will from time to time be varied to fit in with other organised angling competitions and events These dates will always be set by the monthly 

.

3.2.3
Any member who is eligible and intends to enter a competition may at the regular meeting propose, second a proposal and/or vote on a proposal for the venue of his or her choice. All proposals shall be seconded before being eligible for voting. A simple majority shall decide the voting. In any Outing for which arrangements have been made in advance, any member having signified his intention of competing or participating in the Outing, will be liable for any expenses incurred on his behalf whether he attends or not.

3.2.3.1 In the event of more than two venues being proposed the venues shall be selected by exclusion example.


If four venues are proposed each member may vote for any three. The venue receiving the least votes shall fall out and the three remaining venues go into the next round.


If three venues are proposed each member may vote for any two. The venue receiving the least votes shall fall out and the remaining two venues go into the next round.


If two venues are proposed each member may vote only once. The venue receiving the most votes shall be the venue for the competition.


If only one venue is proposed and seconded it shall be adopted without voting.

3.2.4 
CHANGE OF VENUE

If for any reason whatsoever the venue selected at the meeting is closed or unfishable on arrival, the competitors may propose a change of venue, a majority deciding the vote The Officer in Charge, shall, to the best of his ability, leave a message or a sign at the meeting place directing the location of the changed venue for the benefit of late arrivals.  If this is not done latecomers who cannot find the venue may apply in writing to have the said competition declared null and void.

3.2.5 
LIMIT OF VENUE
3.2.5.1 The extent of waters to be angled in any competition shall be decided on at the monthly Bank Section meeting by the competitors present.

3.2.5.2 On arrival at the venue, or at the meeting place the Officer in Charge shall put out of bounds any stretch of water of which there is any reason to believe has been pre-groundbaited Any competitor who is aware that any areas have been groundbaited shall inform the Officer in Charge

3.3 
ANGLING TIME
3.3.1 
OFFICIAL TIME

All competitors shall synchronize their watches with that of the Officer in Charge at the meeting place. The time shown by the Officer in Charge's watch shall in all circumstances be taken as the official time.

3.3.2 
STARTING TIME

All competitions shall be one-day competitions. The official starting time shall be determined by the monthly Bank Section meeting at which the competition venue is chosen.

3.3.3 
LINES IN

Immediately after the draw, held exactly five (5) minutes before the agreed starting time, competitors shall move down to the water in an orderly fashion and, after arriving at their chosen angling places, shall commence to angle as soon as they choose after the agreed time of start.

3.3.4 
LINES UP

All competitors shall strike their rods at a time agree to at the monthly Bank Section meeting Any fish caught on the strike shall not be considered for the competition However in the event of a competitor playing a fish on his line at this time and this fish is subsequently landed, this fish shall count in the competition

3.4 
OFFICER IN CHARGE 


The Officer in charge and a minimum of one assistant shall be assisted at the monthly Bank Section meeting prior to the competition

The Officer in Charge shall:

3.4.1
Examine membership cards of all competitors.

3.4.2 
Write up the entrants' register.

3.4.3 
Supervise the draw and pull off.

3.4.4 
Collect entrance fees if applicable.

3.4.5 
Provide an official scale and supervise the weighing in.

3.4.6 
Deliver the results to the records officer.

3.4.7 
The Officer in Charge shall have the authority to make all decisions concerning the interpretation of these rules at the meeting place, during the competition and at the weighing in.

3.5 
MEETING PLACE AND DRAW
3.5.1 
MEETING PLACE

A convenient meeting place near the competition venue shall be chosen at the monthly Bank Section meeting


On arrival at the meeting place competitors shall sign in with the Officer in Charge. The onus is on latecomers to, on their arrival, find and sign in with the Officer in Charge; otherwise he/she shall be deemed a non-competitor.

3.5.2
DRAW FOR POSITION

All vehicles of competitors will proceed from the meeting place down to the water in an order pre-determined by a draw for position.


Only one competitor from each vehicle will enter the draw.

3.6 TACKLE 

3.6.1
RODS

No competitor shall angle with more than two rods at the same time

3.6.2 LINES


Competitors angling with lines exceeding 0,28mm shall not be eligible for selection for league teams

3.6.3 
HOOKS


Only two hooks per rod will be allowed Alternatively the use of one artificial lure, fly or anyone other artificial bait in place of the two hooks per rod is allowed

3.6.4 
KEEP NETS

Each competitor must have his own properly constructed keep net with a nametag firmly affixed with full initials and RPA clearly marked. No wire nets are allowed. 

. 
Fish kept in any other way will be disqualified. 

3.7 ANGLING METHODS AND SPORTSMANSHIP 

3.7.1 
WADING

Competitors shall select for themselves whether they wish to wade or not maximum mid-chest height.

3.7.2 
CASTING

All casts shall be made in the recognised manner with a fishing rod by the competitor himself / herself The use of any other mechanical casting device, kite, raft, swimming, and  or any other method of sending out bait shall not be allowed.

3.7.3
GROUND BAITING

Ground baiting will not be allowed prior to, or during any organised competition Covering of sinkers with ground bait is allowed.

3.7.4 
ANGLING AREA

No competitor shall angle nearer than ten (10) metres to any other competitor except with the express permission of the other angler.


No competitor shall angle nearer than thirty (30) metres to any other angler (non-competitor) already at the water at the start of the competition.

3.7.5 
HANDLING TACKLE

No competitor shall receive or render assistance to another in striking or playing a fish but may receive or render assistance in netting a fish However no person other than the competitor shall touch his I her rods and lines during the competition.

3.7.6 EXEMPTIONS 


CASTING


Ladies and Juniors may receive assistance for the first three (3) competitions that they enter


Handicapped and temporarily incapacitated competitors may receive assistance when required However the Officer in Charge must approve such exemption.


PLAYING A FISH


Juniors, under eight (8) years old and handicapped competitors may use harnesses or other mechanical assistance whilst playing a fish.

3.8 
ELIGIBLE FISH
Labeobarbis Species (Yellow fish) will not be weighed in at any competition

All other species of freshwater fish shall be eligible for weighing in provided they have a minimum mass of one hundred and fifty grams (150g) unless a greater minimum mass is called for in any local ordinance which may apply In such cases the local mass limit shall take precedence

There shall be no limit to the number of fish caught of any species except where bag limits are laid down in any ordinance, or local regulation. In such cases the local rules shall be adhered to.

3.9 
WEIGHING IN
3.9.1
WEIGHING IN PLACE

The weighing in place shall be decided by the competitors at the monthly meeting

3.9.2
WEIGHING IN TIME

All competitors' nets will be at the weighing in place within thirty (30) minutes after lines up time Late arrivals will be disqualified However the Officer in Charge may grant an extension to this time in individual cases if circumstances warrant this.


Where established weighing in enclosures exists these shall be used and competitors shall place their nets within the enclosure on arrival.


Competitors shall personally be responsible for the removal of their fish after weighing in. Only live fish are to be returned to the water.

3.10
SCORES

Competitor scores will be calculated on the following basis.

10 points per fish 150gms and over plus ten points per kg or part thereof Fish under 150gm will only be counted on the total mass point allocation.

3.10.2
each kilogram of fish caught, or part thereof, shall count ten (10) points, or part thereof

3.10.3 After applying the above, the competitor with the highest number of points shall be declared the winner of the competition.

3.11 
SUPREME CHAMPION

Placing in the monthly competition will earn competitors Supreme Champion points as follows

First 
-
8 points

Second 
-
7 points

Third 
-
6 points

Fourth 
-
5 points

Fifth 
-
4 points

Sixth 
-
3 points

Seventh 
-
2 points

Eighth
-
1 point

The competitor earning the greatest number of points from January to December (inclusive) each year will be declared the winner.

3.12 
MOST CONSISTENT ANGLER

Points per monthly competition for the most consistent angler shall be awarded as follows

First three places in the competition
-
2 points 

Placed fourth to eighth
-
1 point 

For weighing a fish
-
0.5 point

The competitor earning the greatest number of points from January to December (inclusive) each year will be declared the winner

3.13 
SELECTION FOR LEAGUE TEAMS

The league team/s will be selected from the nominated competitors who have earned the greatest number of points for the supreme championship.

3.14 
APPLICATION OF THESE RULES

In case of doubt or disputes to the meaning of interpretation of these rules during the competition the ruling of the officer in charge shall be binding in all regards In the case of a disputed bag it must be weighed and the mass recorded.

3.15 
OBJECTIONS AND COMPLAINTS

Any competitor wishing to lodge an objection or complaint in any competition must do so in writing with the officer in charge before the start of the weighing in.  Failing this procedure no objection or complaint shall be considered. On the receipt of the complaint in writing the matter shall be considered closed for discussion awaiting the decision of the committee.

3.16 
CHANGE OF RULES

A published notice of motion is required and a subsequent 2/3-majority vote at a monthly meeting is required to amend these rules, the notice of motion having been advised to all members’ rules must remain valid for at least one calendar year from the date of the alteration 

3.17 
JUNIORS / LADIES COMPETITIONS

Points will be calculated separately, but on the same basis as for seniors in 3.11 and 3.12 The competitor earning the greatest number of points from January to December (inclusive) each year will be declared the winner Juniors and Ladies can compete for the Senior Supreme championship points in which case all rules pertaining to seniors apply.

4 LIGHT TACKLE BOAT SECTION

This section will be responsible for drawing up its own set of rules but they must be approved as specified as for the bank section.

FLY FISHING SECTION

As per LTB section.

4 RULES GOVERNING CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

4.12 JUNIOR MEMBERS


All members under the age of sixteen (16) years are considered junior members and shall not be entitled to vote on any constitutional issue, but may vote on all matters pertaining to prizes and outings.

4.13 VOTING

5.2.1
Voting on all matters shall take place by a show of hands and shall be decided by a simple majority vote, unless otherwise stated, (see 5.3.2) of those present and voting, the majority binding the minority.


In the event of an equality of votes at ANY meeting the Chairman of the meeting, in addition to a deliberative vote shall have a casting vote.

5.3 
IMPROVEMENT OF AMENDMENT OF RULES 

5.3.1
Whenever it appears to the Committee that the rules contained In this book may be furthered and improved it may frame by-laws to this end, provided that they are not at variance with the existing Official Regulations and Rules Such by-laws shall be submitted to an Extraordinary General Meeting which shall be called to consider them

5.3.2
NOTICE OF MOTION 

5.3.2.1 Any proposed alteration to the Rules and Regulations must be submitted to the Secretary as a Notice of Motion Such a Notice of Motion shall be tabled and read out at a Committee meeting held not more than one calendar month after the receipt of the Notice of Motion by the Secretary The Committee shall establish that the Notice of Motion is valid and shall then direct the Secretary to call an Extraordinary General Meeting in terms of the Articles of Association (the Constitution) of the Rand Piscatorial Association (Paragraph 40 to para 52 pertains)

5.3.2.2 All alterations to the Rules, Regulations or Constitution shall be advised to all members immediately after the meeting at which such alterations shall have been adopted and shall be done by way of an insert in the newsletter printed in such a way that it may be cut out and inserted in the appropriate place in the relative document

5.3.2.3 No alterations to these Rules and Regulations shall be valid unless they have been as per 5.3.2.1

5.3.2.4 Adopted by a two thirds (2/3) majority of those present and eligible to vote as defined in 

5.3.3 In all cases of doubt or dispute regarding the meaning or Interpretation of these Rules and Regulations, the decision of the Committee ruling thereon shall be final and binding on all persons concerned.

Where these Rules and Regulations may be at conflict, at any time, with the provisions of the Nature Conservation Ordinance, 1983, Regulations framed under the Water Act of 1956, or any other Regulations pertaining to angling or Nature Conservation, the provisions of such Ordinance or Regulations shall apply.

TREAT OTHER MEMBERS AS YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE TREATED 

BE PATIENT WITH THE RANGER.

HE IS A VOLUNTEER DOING A GOOD JOB.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

NO UNDERAGE DRIVERS ON OUR FACILITIES' ROADS

DRIVE PARALLEL TO THE WATER NOT AT RIGHT ANGLES

DO AS YOU WOULD BE DONE BY!

AFFILIATION TO PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATIONS IS NOT AUTOMATIC.

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS - YOU BROUGHT YOUR RUBBISH YOU TAKE IT BACK.

.
LOOK AFTER YOUR FACILITIES THEY ARE YOUR OWN

.

READ YOUR RULE BOOK CAREFULLY AND THOROUGHLY BEFORE ENTERING ANY WATERS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE ASSOCIATION.

LONG LINE ANGLING IS NOT PERMITTED.

IF YOU ARE UNHAPPY ABOUT CERTAIN ASPECTS PUT THEM IN WRITING

TO THE SECRETARY
ANY MEMBER IS ENTITLED TO DEMAND OF ANY PERSON ON ASSOCIATION WATERS AT ANY TIME TO SHOW HIS MEMBERSHIP CARD OR LETTER OF PERMISSION.
Do not duplicate or hand your RPA or Harrismith keys to a non-member. If you do you will be deprived of you membership of the RPA.

