CARP ON FLY
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Introduction
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Are you brave enough to indulge in powerful, tackle busting fish that are wary, smart and tough to catch? If so then carp is the way to go! That’s right I said CARP!

The carp is regarded as one of the finest sport fish to catch around the world. In fact in some countries fisherman prize carp so much that they actually name the larger fish. Carp are extremely adaptable; they can handle both warm and cold-water extremes. They grow quickly to very substantial sizes.

They are very cunning fish and will even put the ‘expert’ fly fishers skills to the test. In order to catch carp you have to learn a bit about their general habits. Such as: Carp get spooked quite quickly, they are selective feeders and are very powerful. Ones cast should be delicate and disturbance on the water must be kept to a minimal. Carp and some saltwater game fish have similar habits except that carp are available nearly everywhere in freshwater. Keep in mind that in the 1940’s and 1950’s saltwater anglers started catching a fish they called “saltwater suckers”. Those “suckers” are now known as Bonefish, I personally have not had the privilege of catching a bonefish. Although what I have seen and heard on television and read in books, the bonefish is most definitely a fish to be reckoned with. Carp have been compared to the bonefish in regard to their similar feeding habit.  Who knows perhaps the carp will become the the freshwater game fish of the future!

Diet
Catching carp requires a vast amount of skill and understanding of the fish and will benefit you greatly. Carp do feed on the surface of the water although most of the time they feed at or near to the bottom. Generally carp eat most of the same things as yellowfish such as, nymphs, leeches, crabs, freshwater snails, terrestrial insects, seeds, berries and flooded vegetation.

Stalking Carp
Carp fishing consists mostly of sight fishing. Having the ability to spot the fish before presenting the fly is one of the key elements to mastering them. There are a few exceptions. When you see the carps feeding bubbles try to figure out which direction they are facing. Once you have done this cast 2 to 3 feet ahead of the fish and allow your fly to sink to the bottom. As the fish moves towards your fly pay careful attention, if you see your strike indicator move, strike and set the hook. If the carp rejects your fly try casting a few more times, if they still pass up your offering try giving the fly a small twitch when the fish is about 1 to 2 feet away this helps to attract its attention. A lighter tippet or changing flies can often help to induce a strike. If you are unable to see the bite, then watch for twitching on your leader or line. If this occurs then strike, because this means that the carp has taken your fly. Now the FIGHT is on! You haven’t lived until you have caught a carp on the fly. This is when your tackle plays a huge part in a successfully landing of the fish. A strong rod and sturdy reel with plenty of backing is a must. Carp will and most definitely take your line down to your backing. So hang on, you are in for the ride of your life! Be prepared to get frustrated, carp are tough to catch! Persistence pays off in the end.

Flies

The flies that I prefer to use are somewhat different to most recommended flies. For example your woolybuggers, rubber legs and so on. The majority of my flies are yellowfish patterns and some trout patterns.
Here is a list and pictures of some of my personal favourites:
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Conclusion

So that was a shortern break down on fly-fishing for carp. Bear in mind that there are numerous ways to skin a cat! So get out there and experiment. Find your own style, which will work for you, that’s what I did and boy does it work. In the mean time experiment with some of the things that I have mentioned and maybe my tips will work for you. If you are having a slight problem with catching these crafty critters, then come into the fishing shop where we can provide you with our knowledge and skills. Please remember to have an abundance of patience when fishing for carp. At the end of the day you will be rewarded with the most awesome fighting fish pure muscle and power. All fish were successfully released to fight another day.

GOOD LUCK AND TIGHT LINES !
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